
At its  July 24th regular meeting the Hastings City Council  approved entering into an 
agreement with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) to provide 
low interest financing for the Aquifer Storage & Restoration (ASR) project located in 
north central Hastings. The ASR project is an effort to control rising levels in nitrates that 
impact the local drinking water supplies.

The agreement will provide a 20 year loan of $7 million at a 2.25% interest rate. The 
overall project is estimated to cost $46 million. The approaches being used in the ASR 
project are meant to save the community $29 million, as the cost to construct a more 
traditional water treatment facility is estimated at $75 million. Previously, the community 
had received a $4.41 million grant for the project from the Nebraska Natural Resources 
Commission.

Local drinking water supplies are pumped directly from an underground aquifer. Studies 
have shown the highest concentrations of nitrates tend to be at the top of the aquifer. The 
source of the nitrates is typically from fertilizers that are nitrogen based. Water from the 
upper levels of the aquifer will be pumped out and stored for irrigation use in the ASR 
water storage reservoir. This is a key component of the ASR project. The reservoir portion 
of the project has cost approximately $4.45 million to construct.

Additionally, a series of wells will pump water from the middle and lower regions of the 
aquifer. That water will have nitrate concentrations reduced at a reverse osmosis treatment 
facility currently under construction. The water will then be reinfected into the aquifer to 
provide  local  water  supplies.  Currently,  the  overall  system  average  of  nitrate 
concentrations  are  between  seven  and  eight  parts  per  million  (ppm).  Drinking  water 
cannot exceed ten parts per million as it may cause health concerns for certain segments 
of the population.

The approaches being used with the ASR project are believed to provide a long term 
solution  to  rising  levels  of  nitrates  that  would  otherwise  impact  the  quality  of  local 
drinking water. Other partners in the project include the Little Blue  and Upper Big Blue 
Natural Resources Districts and the Nebraska Environmental Trust.
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Many  times  “Mother  Nature”  is  the  culprit  when  electrical  service  is  interrupted. 
Inclement weather, strong winds, tree branches and ice, by themselves or in combination, 
can drop power lines. This can present a real danger in addition to the loss of electricity.

Do not touch or try to move any downed power line. Keep anyone, especially children, 
away from these types of situations. Contact with any energized power line will result in 
serious injury or death.

If your lines are down or hanging loosely from the side of your residence, what should 
you  do?  Call  Hastings  Utilities  402-463-1371,   24  hours-a-day,  seven  days  a  week. 
Repair crews from HU will be contacted and Hastings Utilities will restore the secondary 
electric lines as soon as possible (damage could be widespread through the service area). 
Secondary lines are the wires that run from the transformer to the residence.

Power Lines Are Down - How To Get Service Back

If a tree limb, or something else, has 
torn  the  service  conduit,  internal 
wires  or  meter  loose  from  the 
residence,  a  licensed  electrician 
additionally  must  be  called  by  the 
resident.  Once  the  electrician  has 
made  any  necessary  repairs,  crews 
will reconnect the secondary lines to 
the service conduit.

To report outages call 
402-463-1371. Depending upon the
outage circumstances, HU may be
flooded with calls from many customers. Do not report outages to social media and do 
not call 911. 911 calls are strictly for emergencies, not to report power difficulties.

When outages occur, HU crews will work diligently and as safely as possible to restore 
service to customers. 

http://www.hastingsutilities.com
http://www.hastingsutilities.com



