
Recently,  Hastings  Utilities  received  a  prestigious  recognition  from  a  national 
utility organization. Hasting Utilities applied for and received recognition as a RP3 
(Reliable Public Power Provider) utility system. The recognition was made by the 
APPA,  (American  Public  Power  Association)  a  public  power  advocacy  group 
headquartered in Washington, D.C. Hastings Utilities is one of only four Nebraska 
based utilities to receive the RP3 designation. Only 110 of the more than 2,000 
publicly-owned electric utilities in the United States received the RP3 designation. 
The 2017 award covers work and programs that took place at HU from the years 
2014  through  2016.  The  RP3  certification  was  awarded  to  HU  at  the  APPA 
Engineering & Operations National Workshop in San Antonio, Texas in May.

Although awarded to electric providers, the criteria judged the systemwide efforts 
of  Hastings  Utilities  combined  departments  particularly  in  the  area  of  safety, 
workforce development  and community involvement  (volunteering,  United Way 
support etc.)  HU was judged in four areas (reliability of service, safety,  system 
improvement and workforce development). Each area had a possible 25 points that 
could  be  accumulated.  To  receive  recognition,  a  minimum  of  80  points  was 
required by a judging panel comprised of 18 industry experts. Hastings Utilities 
received a Platinum RP3 designation by scoring 91 out of a possible 100 points. 
HU’s RP3 designation is valid for three years.

The overall analysis provided Hastings Utilities with an outside look at its daily 
operations and how it plans to serve customers now and in the years to come. The 
outside analysis provided HU feedback on areas that it’s currently strong in and 
some areas where improvement can be achieved.

The staff of Hastings Utilities will continue to work hard to provide customers with 
the service they expect at an affordable and competitive cost.
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Water is a very precious resource. Due to a series of influences including environmental 
mandates and rising nitrate levels, water is becoming more costly to supply to customers 
of Hastings Utilities. The more efficiently a lawn is watered can help control the amount 
of a monthly bill.

Early morning is the optimum time to water a lawn. Watering early in the day as close to 
daybreak  as  possible,  allows  for  the  most  water  to  soak  into  the  lawn.  After  mid-
morning, moisture actually leaves the lawn due to evaporation. A good soaking, rather 
than frequent shorter watering allows for a better root system to be developed and makes 
the lawn healthier. Lawns without deeper roots are less drought resistant and more prone 
to winter kill.

If an underground sprinkling system is used check that it’s operating properly. Sprinkler 
heads may become partially or entirely plugged. Check to determine if water is getting 
were it’s intended to go instead of watering sidewalks, driveways or streets. Determine if 
the sprinkler heads are popping up high enough so that the water spray is not depleted or 
distorted by nearby grass.

Typically, bluegrass lawns need about 1/4” of water daily. Of course, if ample rainfall 
occurs,  irrigating the  lawn can be  skipped according to  how much precipitation  has 
fallen. Also, strongly consider installing a rain sensor on your sprinkling system. A rain 
sensor detects when ample precipitation has occurred and allows for the next scheduled 
lawn sprinkling to be skipped. If you are a retail water customer of Hastings Utilities, 
you are also eligible to apply for a rebate if you install a qualifying rain sensor on your 
system.

Rain sensors  must  be purchased locally.  Once installed and operating,  a  retail  water 
customer of HU can receive up to $75 as a rebate toward the cost of having the device 
installed. Some types of rain sensors are wired directly to the system’s control panel 
while others send a wireless signal. The wireless devices have a higher cost than the 
“wired in” sensors.

Please help conserve local water supplies. How a lawn is maintained can help conserve 
this very valuable resource while also providing a lower monthly water bill. 

Interim Manager of 
Hastings Utilities
Allen Meyer
Editor of “At Your Service”
Steve Cogley

P.O. Box 289 • 1228 N. Denver
Hastings, NE 68902 • 402-463-1371
www.hastingsutilities.com

How Efficiently Is Your Lawn Watered?

http://www.hastingsutilities.com
http://www.hastingsutilities.com



