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Restoration Project Underway
Significant early work has begun on the Aquifer Storage & Restoration (ASR) Project that will 
address controlling the rising levels of nitrates in the underground aquifer that supplies drinking 
water to customers of Hastings Utilities.

As part of the overall project, several construction contracts have already been awarded. Those 
include the ASR water mains, ASR water storage facility, ASR general site construction and 
ASR reverse osmosis equipment building.

The  ASR  water  mains  portion 
provides  for  the  piping 
components of the project.  This 
includes  water,  irrigation  and 
wastewater mains to connect the 
reverse  osmosis  treatment 
process with the storage lagoon. 
It also provides water to the ASR 
injection  wells  that  will  be 
installed in 2017.

The ASR Water Storage Facility 
provides  for  the  containment  of 
water high in nitrates that will be 
used for irrigating land west of the Storage Facility. That work is nearly complete. Things yet to 
be completes include fencing, electrical, pump and control piping installations. That additional 
work should be complete by March of this year. Irrigation water will be available for the 2017 
growing season.

The  ASR  general  site  construction  provides  for  site  grading  (fill),  piping  connections  and 
fencing in support of the Reverse Osmosis Treatment Facility. This work has begun with the 
moving of soil from the Water Storage Facility to the Treatment Facility site. This work is also 
expected to be completed by March of this year.

The contract for the ASR Reverse Osmosis Building has also been awarded. That work includes 
the building construction and the installation of the necessary equipment. The actual work on 
those matters should begin in March, or earlier, weather permitting. From start to finish this 
work is expected to take slightly more than one year to complete. The treatment equipment is 
expected to be available for service in late spring 2018.
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Additional project work will be bid in the coming months, specifically the installation of a water 
supply well, four injection wells and two monitoring wells. All of this work is expected to begin 
this spring and completed by the end of 2018. A capture well will also be constructed and is 

expected to be operational by the end of 2018 or early 2019. Once these initial construction 
projects are completed various tests will need to be completed before additional portions of the 
overall project are initiated. That work and the testing portion could take one to two years to 
complete.

Additional projects included in that portion include a second water storage cell which will be 
located south of the current cell.  Piping and injection wells will  be located on the Hastings 
Municipal Airport property. Those wells will return the clean water to the underground aquifer.

The overall cost of the ASR project is estimated at $46 million. By using the methods being 
employed by this entire project, that cost is still $29 million lower than construction of a more 
traditional water treatment plant. Of the $46 million total, $4.41 million is being provided by a 
grant received from the Nebraska Natural Resources Commission. Several other partners in the 
project, the Little Blue Natural Resources District and the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources 
District are also contributing toward the $46 million cost.
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