
As the heat of summer continues with its sweltering temperatures, here 
are some helpful tips to help control your cooling bills:

Clean your heat pump or central air conditioner. Be sure that your
cooling equipment is in proper working condition. Also, keep the 
area near the pump or central air free from grass, leaves and
shrubbery.

Change filters regularly. Dirty filters make the equipment work 
harder to keep your residence comfortable. Clogged filters can
lead to undue service or maintenance calls and can shorten the
life of your equipment.

Inspect and repair any ductwork leaks. Hold your hand near any
exposed ductwork seams as your air conditioning is running. 
Repair any leaks that you feel with duct tape, ensuring that  the
“cooled” air reaches its intended destination.

Check to see that all registers and return air vents are open. This
will provide the intended air flows to all areas of your residence.

Perform these simple checks.  You’ll  have a  cooler  home and a  more 
economical bill. 
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Each  year  Hastings  Utilities  is  required  to  send  a  water  quality  report  to  all  of  its 
customers. The report, which was sent this year in May, accompanied the monthly billing 
statement. What is outlined by the report is how the water supplied by HU stacks up to 
standards required by the State of Nebraska and the Environmental Protection Agency. It 
continues to meet and surpass the quality standards that are required.

This month’s At Your Service explains how the water testing program conducted by HU 
works. Each month, several dozen samples are collected at sites representative of those 
served by the water  system. Samples are collected at  places where the public  might 
access water within the community. Examples are schools and various businesses. With 
the exception of specific residential homes involved with testing for copper in drinking 
water standards, samples are not taken from individual homes by Hastings Utilities.

Once collected, the samples are shipped to water testing laboratories operated by the 
State of Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services. The samples are carefully 
scrutinized at those facilities. Some possible contaminants are screened for in parts per 
million concentrations. Others are screened for concentrations in the parts per billion 
range. All of the results from the samples taken throughout a particular calendar year are 
detailed in the aforementioned water quality report distributed to customers. The report 
is also available on HU’s website, www.hastingsutilities.com.

Ensuring that  customers have an ample supply of water is a high priority for Hastings 
Utilities. Ensuring that that same water is unquestionably safe to drink is an even higher 
priority. The single largest threat to local drinking water quality is the rising levels of 
nitrates found in samples. Nitrates are a by-product of nitrogen, most commonly found in 
fertilizers. Local consumers can help the quality of water supplies by not over fertilizing 
their lawns.

Hastings Utilities will  continue its  efforts  of  supplying safe,  high quality,  reasonably 
priced water supplies to its customers. Remember, that water is a precious resource and 
should always be used wisely and conserved whenever possible.   

The Quality of Local Drinking Water Supplies
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